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NATIONAL HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 2004

September 15 - October 15, 2004 

2004 Theme

"Hispanic Americans: Making a Difference in Our Communities and Our Nation."
   
The Navy’s Southwest Region employs over 3,200 Hispanic Americans in its civilian workforce.  This total represents 41% of the total Hispanic workforce in the Department of the Navy.  Members of this unique team have made significant sacrifices and contributions to the successes of the Activities and Commands they serve.  It is with great pleasure that we in the Southwest Region recognize these contributions and salute the 36th commemoration of National Hispanic Heritage Month.  

	Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Message 

Washington, D.C.

By VADM G. L. Hoewing

August 23, 2004

The history of the Department of the Navy is intertwined with the rich heritage and sacrifice of Hispanic Americans who have served bravely and honorably, on behalf of this nation, in every war and conflict since the American Revolution.  With more than 37 million people in the United States who are of Hispanic origin, this proud tradition of service has an even brighter future in today's diverse Navy.  More then 30,000 Hispanic Americans today serve proudly in the tradition of generations who served before.

Storekeeper Chief Petty Officer (Surface Warfare) Nesto Rivas of the Navy Personnel Command, was recently quoted as saying, "Hispanics of all backgrounds need to understand the sacrifices and struggles made by those that came before our generation to improve their life and to provide a better tomorrow for us.  Share their dream, prepare yourself through education and be committed to achieving your goals.  Be active and proud of your Hispanic heritage.  Celebrate your heritage, culture, and language and finally, ask yourself what am I going to pass to the next generation?"

It is for this reason that Commands are strongly encouraged to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month through educational programs, exhibits, publications, and participation in military and community events that recognize the contributions of Hispanic Americans to our Navy and the nation we serve and also recognize the profound contributions of Hispanic Americans to this great Navy and to the nation they so proudly serve.  
PRIVATE

General Info

National Hispanic Heritage Month is a National observance authorized by Public Law 

100-402 which states:

15 September to 15 October PRIVATE
is National Hispanic Heritage Month.  Originally declared in 1979 by Joint Resolution of the 95th Congress, it has been continued by Presidential Proclamation to the current day.  The National Hispanic Program Managers Council Board selects each year’s Hispanic Heritage Month theme which this year is “Hispanic Americans: Making a Difference in Our Communities and Our Nation”:

The President annually issues a proclamation designating the 31-day period beginning September 15 and ending on October 15 as "National Hispanic Heritage Month" and calling upon the people of the United States, especially the educational community, to observe such month with appropriate ceremonies and activities.  The observation was initiated in 1968 as National Hispanic Heritage Week but was expanded in 1988 to include the entire 31-day period.

Visit the Events & Traditions section of the White House website to view the proclamation http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/life/.  




For more historical information on National Hispanic Heritage Month, visit the DoD Equal Opportunity Management Institute (DEOMI) website at: https://www.patrick.af.mil/deomi/deomi.htm; click on “Observances”.
Bet You Didn't Know
During the decades following Mexican Independence in 1821 the settlers of “Alta California” became more independent in spirit as they developed a stronger regional identity.  Along with thousands of other pioneers who lived in Mexico's far northern frontier, the early colonists in San Diego cultivated an intense sense of loyalty to family and place, especially when confronted by outsiders who threatened their way of life. The strong identification with family and place was a cultural development that has continued to shape the twentieth-century history of the Mexican Americans and Chicanos in San Diego.   To learn more about San Diego Mexican and Chicano History, visit http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/dept/mas/chicanohistory/
Additional Reference Material   Find out about Hispanic Heritage Month celebrations, commemorations and other related events in your part of the Southwest Region by visiting these websites:  

Oxnard – History info:

http://www.visitoxnard.com/history.html
Port Hueneme: The Only Commercial, Deep Water Seaport Between San Francisco Bay and Los Angeles.  http://www.portofhueneme.org/
City of Oxnard Multicultural Festival

http://www.ci.oxnard.ca.us/commrelations/mcf/index.html
Shades of California (Various cities):

http://bancroft.library.ca.gov/diglib/shadescalif.cfm
Ridgecrest:

http://www.desertusa.com/Cities/ca/ridgecrest.html
Barstow:

http://www.desertusa.com/Cities/ca/barstow.html#anchor826270
http://www.highdesert.com/cgi-bin/suite/calendar/calendar.cgi?request=detail&event_id=10518&user_id=100243&website=default&category_id=&session=4117e6b973103350
California Counties:

http://proagency.tripod.com/cacounties.html
Yuma, Arizona:

http://www.ci.yuma.az.us/
El Centro, CA:

http://www.elcentrochamber.org/
Monterey, CA 2004 Calendar:

http://montereyinfo.org/?p=40096
29 Palms, CA Community Website:

http://www.virtual29.com/
Oceanside, CA Community/History information:

http://www.cityofoceanside.com/Community/history.asp
Seal Beach, CA Community Events:

http://www.ci.seal-beach.ca.us/community.html
Corona, CA Calendar of Events:

http://www.ci.corona.ca.us/calendar/
Lemoore, CA Calendar of Events:

http://www.lemoore.com/event.htm
Organizations of Interest

The National Council of La Raza (NCLR)

The National Council of La Raza (NCLR) is a private, nonprofit, nonpartisan, tax-exempt organization established in 1968 to reduce poverty and discrimination, and improve life opportunities for Hispanic Americans. Visit the NCLR at http://www.nclr.org/
National Council of Hispanic Employment Program Managers 

The National Council of Hispanic Employment Programs is sponsoring three events in 2004. These events will further advance the mission of the council to assist Federal management officials in implementing a viable results-oriented Hispanic outreach and recruitment program; and assure that Hispanics shall be represented in the Federal government.  For more information visit www.nationalcouncilhepm.com
Hispanic Heritage Awards Foundation

2004 Hispanic Heritage Award Honorees Announced

The Hispanic Heritage Awards Foundation (HHAF) announced the 2004 Hispanic Heritage Awards Honorees-individuals who have broken ground for other Hispanics and served as an inspiration for all Americans.  The recipients of these prestigious awards will be celebrated at a star-studded ceremony at the John F. Kennedy Center for Performing Arts in Washington, D.C., on September 10, 2004.  The ceremony will be taped for broadcast on NBC Stations on September 18, 2004 and later on Telemundo Stations.  Emilio Estefan of Estefan Productions will be producing the Kennedy Center event and television specials for the first time.  For more information, visit http://www.hispanicheritageawards.org/youth.php
Boosters of Old Town San Diego

The Boosters of Old Town will sponsor a Fiestas Patrias celebration with food, traditional costumes and music on Sunday, Sept. 12 at the Old Town San Diego State Historic Park, located in San Diego.  On September 16, 1810, a cry known today as "El Grito" changed the course of Mexican history. Revolting from Spain, Father Miguel Hidalgo shouted, "Viva Mexico" and "Viva la Independencia!" Much like America's Independence Day celebrations, Mexico rallies around to celebrate this momentous battle cry, which marked the country's 11-year war to win independence from Spain.  Celebrate Mexico's independence at a local festival and visit http://entertainment.signonsandiego.com/profile/179968 for more information.
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