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African American History Month 2004

African American History month is again being celebrated during the month of February 2004.  The Department of the Navy currently employs nearly 25,000 African Americans in civilian positions, including over 3,000 at the various Navy and Marine Corps Activities in the Southwest Region.  These individuals continue to make critical contributions to accomplishment of the missions of their employing Activities.   The following are the recent thoughts of the CNO on African American History Month 2004.

By Vice Admiral G. L. Hoewing
Chief of Naval Operations (CNO), Washington, DC

February marks the 78TH annual observance of African American History Month.  This year's theme is "Brown vs. Board of Education (50th Anniversary)."

African Americans have made extraordinary contributions to the Navy throughout its history.  From Chief Gunner's Mate John Henry "Dick" Turpin, the first African American Chief Petty Officer, and a survivor of the explosion aboard USS Maine, to Harriet Ida Pickens and Frances Wills, the first African American women Naval officers.  These proud warriors served on the front lines of freedom, bringing talent, dedication, and innovative ideas to the fight.

They still do.  Today, there are more than 75,000 African Americans on active duty in the Navy, with thousands more serving proudly in the Naval Reserves.  They work, train, lead, and contribute every day in the finest tradition of the heroes who preceded them.  Indeed, they are writing new history.

During the past year, a number of exceptional African American Sailors and civilians were recognized for outstanding service to country and community.  YNC (SW) Hazel M. Hudson received the Roy Wilkins Renown Service Award from the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NACCP); Mr. Larry Hollingsworth was selected by the Black Engineer of the Year Organization for the professional achievement in industry or government award; and RDML Melvin G. Williams won the National Society of Black Engineers' Golden Torch Award for lifetime achievement in government.  We salute and congratulate these individuals, but we also recognize that they represent the high ideals, the selflessness, and the proud service of all African American -- indeed all American -- sailors.

Commands are strongly encouraged to observe National African American History Month through educational programs, exhibits, publications, and participation in military and community events that recognize the diversity of our American heritage.  

Visit http://www.persnet.navy.mil/pers00h/observances.html for more information. 

In commemoration and acknowledgement of National African American History Month 2004, the following educational links are provided for your information.

The Whitehouse website, where a Presidential proclamation can be found on National observances.  

http://www.whitehouse.gov/
The Defense Equal Opportunity Management Institute publication on this year’s National African American History Month.  The publication addresses various topics in honor of African Americans for 2004.   https://www.patrick.af.mil/deomi/deomi.htm
(At publication time, the two links above had not yet been updated with the 2004 material.  However, by conducting a search by entering “African American History Month”, information should be available in the next few days.)
U.S. Census Bureau: Census 2000 African American Population.

http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/race/black.html
Blacks in Government (BIG).  Blacks In Government® was conceived by DHEW Black Federal employees at the Parklawn Building in Rockville, Maryland. The organization was viewed as essential to the Black civil service employee, based on a wide assortment of racially motivated problems faced by the HEW Black employees in Rockville. Initially, it was thought that the umbrella organization would address only the problems at the Federal level.  However, it was soon determined that State, County, and Municipal Black employees were faced with the same general type of employment problems.  Join BIG for a historical perspective of African American History month at http://www.bignet.org/aah/aah.htm
For additional federal information on African American History month visit the Department of Labor website at http://usinfo.state.gov/usa/blackhis/history/homepage.htm
Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH).  The mission of the Association for the Study of African American Life and History is to promote, research, preserve, interpret and disseminate information about Black life, history and culture to the global community.  Learn more about ASALH at http://www.asalh.com/main_pages/bhm.htm
The Ultimate Black History Quiz.  Who was the first black to die in the defense of the colonies during the Revolutionary war?  

A.  Mathew Hensen


B.  Prince Hall

C. Crispus Attuck

Test your knowledge of African American history by taking The Ultimate Black History Quiz at 

http://www.bet.com/blackhistoryquiz/
For Children and Teens.  One of the most frequently asked questions about Black History Month is, why February?  Your children and teens will have fun on this website as they explore African American history and so much more at this educational website.
http://www.classbrain.com/artholiday/publish/article_16.shtml
For a Black History Month Timeline from 1619 to 2000, visit the NBC San Diego website at 

http://www.nbcsandiego.com/blackhistory/
The African American Registry® is Black History that connects Yesterday with Today, Everyday!  The African American Registry® is a nonprofit educational organization with the largest Black American History web site in the world!  Presented are individual accounts that have shaped American society through the arts, business, education, entertainment, literature, military, politics, religion, sports and more.  Visit the Registry at http://www.aaregistry.com/
The following links contain background information on this year’s theme - Brown vs. Board of Education, (50th Anniversary):
http://brownvboard.org/summary/backgrnd.htm
http://www.digisys.net/users/hootie/brown/case.htm
http://www.pbs.org/jefferson/enlight/brown.htm
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