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SAN FRANCISCO – The City of San Francisco welcomes the men and women of the U.S. and Canadian Navies for the 24th Annual Fleet Week Oct. 8 – 12, 2004. This year’s events will feature ship tours, air shows and multiple community relations events.

A spectacular fireworks display presented by Hornblower Cruises will kick off the week’s festivities tonight at 8:30 p.m. The best view of the display will be from Piers 39 and 45.

As part of this year’s San Francisco Fleet Week salute to our Canadian neighbors, the nine-plane Canadian Snowbirds Demonstration Team will take to the skies as the highlight for the Fleet Week Air Show Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 9 and 10.  The Canadian Kingston Class coastal defense vessels HMCS BRANDON (MCDV 710), HMCS EDMONTON (MCDV 703), and HMCS NANAIMO (MCDV 702) will represent their country in the Parade of Ships Saturday afternoon, Oct. 9. 

U.S. Navy ships participating in Fleet Week 2004 include the amphibious aircraft carrier USS TARAWA (LHA 1); the amphibious landing-dock ship USS PEARL HARBOR (LSD 52); the guided-missile destroyers USS JOHN PAUL JONES (DDG 52) and USS MOMSEN (DDG 92); the guided-missile frigate USS JARRETT (FFG 33).  The Coast Guard Cutter USS ALERT (WMEC 638) will also be participating in this year’s Fleet Week.
The nine-ship formation will pass under the Golden Gate Bridge at noon Saturday with their Sailors assembled on deck on their way to drop anchor along the city’s waterfront. 

The air show will begin at 1 p.m. on both days with the Canadian Snowbirds scheduled to fly at 3 p.m. Also flying this year will be the U.S. Air Force’s F-15 Eagle Demonstration Team; and the U.S. Navy F/A-18 Hornet Demonstration Team. The U.S. Coast Guard will also present a HH-65 Search and Rescue Demonstration. The newest jet team on the air show circuit, the three-plane Patriots L-39 Demonstration Team, will also take to the skies both days. In addition, two F-22 Raptors, the newest fighters under development, will fly on Saturday.

Free ship tours will be available to the public Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, Oct. 10, 11 and 12, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tickets will be required to tour U.S. Navy ships during this year’s Fleet Week. Visitors can get tickets for all three days beginning Saturday afternoon after the ships arrive in San Francisco. 

Visitors may choose the day and time they would like to tour their ship of choice in advance. Ticket tents will be located at the entrance to each pier where Navy ships are berthed. Ticket tents will be open Sunday, Monday and Tuesday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. – or until all the available tickets are distributed.  For visitors who are unable to get tickets in advance, there will be a stand-by line at each pier daily.

Please be patient and expect an airport-type security screening process. Below are the security requirements:

· Each visitor must present a valid government-issued photo ID. This can be a driver’s license, official government issued ID card or passport. An adult with proper ID must accompany minors without valid, government-issued ID. 

· All persons wishing to tour naval vessels will be subject to a physical inspection of themselves and their belongings.  

· No strollers, backpacks or other hand-carried bags will be permitted. We recommend leaving such items in your car; there will not be a baggage check for personal items. 

· Baby strollers and other items cannot be left unattended near security zones. 

· Food, water or liquid containers will not be permitted.

· Political activities including pamphleteering, speeches, banner displays and similar activities are not allowed aboard U.S. Naval vessels. 

· Any gesture or comment made about terrorism, bombs, or violence of any kind will be taken seriously and is reason for expulsion from tours, and retention and questioning by local law enforcement agencies. 

Please note that there will be no exceptions to these policies. We regret the inconvenience but must enforce the rules above to accommodate the large number of public visitors.  

The following guidelines are provided to help ensure a smooth tour experience:

1. Pick the ship you would like to tour:

· USS TARAWA (LHA 1) – Pier 30

· USS PEARL HARBOR (LSD 52) – Pier 35

· USS MOMSEN (DDG 92) – Pier 15

· USS JOHN PAUL JONES (DDG 52) – Pier 15

· USS JARRETT (FFG 13) – Pier 27S

· USCG ALERT (WMEC 630) – Pier 32S

· HMCS BRANDON (MCDV 710) – Pier 32S

· HMCS EDMONTON (MCDV 703) – Pier 32S

· HMCS NANAIMO (MCDV 702) – Pier 32S

2. Choose the day and time you would like to tour your chosen ship.

3. Visit the ticket tent at the pier where the ship is located. To get your ticket, you must provide a photo ID. Tickets are issued by name and are non-transferable.

4. Plan to arrive at least 10 minutes prior to your designated tour time.  Please be patient and expect airport-type security measures.  Due to steep stairs – called "ladders" and non-skid covered decks, flat heeled, closed-toe shoes such as tennis shoes are recommended. 

5. For those visitors unable to get tickets in advance, each pier will offer a standby line. 

For the most up-to-date information, visit the following websites at www.cnrsw.navy.mil; www.military.com/fleetweek or www.airshownetwork.com.   The public information line for shipboard tour information and other questions about the U.S. Navy and Fleet Week is 415-984-0460.
Media interested in covering 2004 San Francisco Fleet Week events and ships should contact the Fleet Week Command Information Bureau at 415-984-0461.
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