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On October 1, 1999, the Navy concluded the scoping period for the San Clemente Island Range Complex Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement (OEIS). The scoping process is the public’s opportunity to provide input at the beginning of the EIS process. This update provides:

· A summary of comments received during scoping.

· A schedule of the EIS process.

· Information on how to stay informed.

 

The San Clemente Island Range Complex EIS scoping period was from August 17, 1999, through October 1, 1999. The Navy held scoping meetings on September 14th, 15th, and 16th, 1999, in the cities of San Diego, San Pedro, and Dana Point to provide information regarding the EIS to the public and to encourage public comment.  During the scoping period, the Navy received 374 oral and written comments from over 120 individuals, organizations, and agencies. The comments received during the scoping process are being used to help identify the environmental issues and concerns that are likely to be significant.  Early identification of these issues is important during the development of the Draft EIS.  Another comment period will follow the release of the Draft EIS, and is tentatively scheduled for the fall of 2000.

The comments that the Navy received are summarized below into three main categories:  environmental issues; public access and recreational issues; and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) related issues.

Threatened and Endangered Species


The Navy received many comments regarding threatened and endangered species and the Endangered Species Act.  Many comments recommended that the EIS analyze impacts from current and proposed military operations on threatened and endangered species and their habitats.  Specific topics of concern included the areas of predator control, the impact of fires, and access to monitoring areas. All current and proposed military activities on and around San Clemente Island will be analyzed in the EIS with emphasis on their impact on the entire ecosystem of the island and not just the threatened and endangered species. 

San Clemente Loggerhead Shrike


Numerous comments were received regarding the shrike, an endangered species, native only to San Clemente Island.  The comments included concerns in the following areas:  the impacts of military activities on Shrike recovery; the impact of fire on the shrike habitat; impact of restricted access of SHOBA (Shore Bombardment Area) by the biologists involved in the shrike recovery effort; the timing of military activities; and the locations of Training Areas and Ranges (TARS).  The EIS will address these issues.

Shrike Monitoring Access


Logistical arrangements and access to the island and SHOBA by Shrike Recovery Program biologists were areas of concern noted in the comments received from those involved with this program.  Several individuals who have worked on endangered species projects on San Clemente Island have been contacted to help further identify the issues and problems of access.  The EIS will specifically address these issues.

Predator Control


The Navy received comments suggesting that the EIS examine access to the SHOBA for predator control activities and Navy policies regarding pets and feeding of predators.  Since the Predator Control Program is an important component of the Shrike Recovery Program, the EIS will cover access issues for this effort.  The Navy has a policy of "No Pets" and "No Feeding" of any animal on San Clemente Island.

Fire and Fire Suppression


The occurrence of fires on the island was specifically mentioned as a major area of concern.  Comments suggested that the EIS examine the likelihood of fire occurring on the island, all impacts of fires caused by military actions to the Shrike and other endangered and threatened species and plants, and potential impacts from fire suppression activities.  The EIS will address all of these issues.

Habitat and vegetation


Several comments asked that the EIS document the impacts on the island habitat by current and proposed military operations, including amphibious landings and land-based operations.  All current and proposed military training and testing activities on and around San Clemente will be analyzed in the EIS.

Marine Mammals


Comments proposed that the EIS examine the impacts of increased military activity on the gray and blue whales.  The EIS will evaluate the potential impacts of current and proposed military activities on all marine mammals known to be in the nearshore and offshore range areas around San Clemente Island.

Marine Fish and Plants


Comments on fish and marine plants suggested that the EIS study the impacts of military operations on kelp beds and fisheries around the island (including endemic and migratory fish). Also, how will military operations in the Tanner/Cortes Banks impact the area and the fishing found there?  How will the underwater instrumentation of the proposed Shallow Water Training Range and the expansion of amphibious operations impact marine habitats?  The EIS will specifically address each of these issues.

Water Quality/Marine Biology/Erosion


Comments suggested that the EIS analyze water quality, marine biology, and erosion issues such as water runoff, soil erosion (including trail and road-induced erosion), shoreline impacts, and impacts to marine habitats.  The EIS will address these issues.

Noise


Comments suggested that the EIS analyze impacts of noise on endangered species and other marine life on and in the water.  The EIS will address the potential impacts of airborne and underwater noise.


Public Access


Public access was an issue of great interest and concern. Comments included suggestions to review impacts of temporary access restrictions on public users, potential increases in access restrictions, and coordinating military activities around fishing seasons.  Access restrictions and access coordination will be considered in the EIS analysis.

Socioeconomics


A very large number of comments were received regarding the economic impacts of potential additional access restrictions on the fishing community.  The economic impact issue will be a major point of analysis, and these impacts from current and proposed operations will be quantified.  The EIS will evaluate the cumulative impacts to fishing from proposals being considered by the state and other agencies.  In addition, the EIS will address mitigation actions and how impacts can be minimized.

Communication


Many comments suggested that communications be improved to give accurate information about area restrictions for private or commercial vessels.  The Navy has developed a series of communication networks, including a web page that shows range areas planned for use on a daily basis, projecting out many months in advance.  The EIS will address these communications.

Public Safety


There were a number of comments regarding the need for safe anchorages and safe harbors to be available for civilian vessels at all times, especially during inclement weather.  The EIS will have a specific section devoted to public safety that will include consideration of public anchorages.


Other comments received noted that the scoping period and scoping meetings were not well publicized. The Navy worked hard to notify interested individuals, agencies, and organizations about the scoping period and scoping meetings.  The mailing list to publicize the meetings contained over 300 interest groups or individuals.  Some interest groups and individuals were missed.  The Navy is committed to full disclosure about its operations at San Clemente Island to comply with both the letter and spirit of the NEPA statute.  To do this, we need your help.  If you know of any person or organization that would be interested in receiving EIS notices, please ask them to request to be added to our mailing list.  Please see the "Staying Informed" section of this Fact Sheet to find out how to be added.


STAYING INFORMED





The Navy plans to continue mailing periodic updates throughout the EIS process.  To be added to the mailing list you may use the San Clemente Island EIS webpage (� HYPERLINK http://www.cnbsd.navy.mil/Facility/sci.htm ��http://www.cnbsd.navy.mil/Facility/sci.htm�) or you may write or fax your address information to:


Naval Air Station, North Island


Environmental Department, Building 3


Attention Carrie Ann Downey, San Clemente Island Environmental Impact Statement Office


P.O. Box 357088


San Diego, CA  92135-7088


Or FAX to (619) 545-3489





In addition, information is available on a telephone information line and on the EIS website.  To receive recorded information, please call (619) 545-3019.  You can also log onto the San Clemente Island Range complex EIS webpage at the following internet address:


� HYPERLINK http://www.cnbsd.navy.mil/Facility/sci.htm ��http://www.cnbsd.navy.mil/Facility/sci.htm�





Informational materials are also located at the information repositories listed below.  Please call libraries for information regarding location and operating hours.





Coronado Public Library, Adult Services		Los Angeles Public Library, 


(619) 522-7390						Science, Technology & Patents Department


							(213) 228-7000





Heritage Park Regional Public Library			San Diego Central Library


Reference Department					(619) 236-5800


(949) 551-7151











PUBLIC ACCESS, FISHING, DIVING, AND RECREATIONAL ISSUES





SCOPING COMMENTS





ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES





EIS SCHEDULE


What is the current schedule for completing the EIS?


As of January 2000:





Notice Of Intent				Published August 17, 1999


Scoping Meetings				Held September 14, 15, & 16, 1999		


Scoping Period					August 17 - October 1, 1999


Draft EIS/Public Hearings			Fall 2000


Final EIS/Public Review of Final EIS		July 2001


Record of Decision				December 2001





(The steps in bold italics are activities specifically designed to facilitate public involvement in the EIS process.)





NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA) AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ISSUES
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