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NAVY RECOVERS PROMINENT ARTIST’S PAINTING 

By Kim Bryant

SAN DIEGO, January 16--It played out just like a vignette from the popular television series, “The Antiques Roadshow.” Navy Commander Chris Paddock, Director of Supply Chain Management at the Fleet and Industrial Supply Center (FISC) San Diego, was surprised to find out that a painting he came across at work had a richer history than what he could have ever imagined.


The day began like any other Navy workday for the commander.  Then during a routine meeting with coworker Mary Terry, Director, Hazardous Materials Branch, he noticed a painting on her office wall with a date that bewildered him enough to ask Terry if he could inspect the painting more closely.

“The painting caught my eye because it was of the USS England (CG 22, ex DLG 22), a ship of the same class as the USS Leahy (CG 16, ex DLG 16), which I had been on,” said Paddock. “I knew the Leahy was commissioned in 1962, before the England, and so I found it peculiar that the painting was dated “1962.”  

His curiosity raised, Paddock closely inspected the painting. To his amazement, he found an inscription on the back which read, “Presented to Geoffrey Beaumont, a gift of the artist Arthur Beaumont May, 1962.”  

Paddock, a history buff, was even more interested so he searched the Internet and found an extensive Arthur Beaumont web site.  Certain this was no ordinary painting, he called an acquaintance at the Naval Historical Center (NHC) at the Washington Navy Yard for some advice and guidance.  Additional research revealed that Arthur Beaumont (1890-1978), was a very prestigious artist who had a long, very storied and unique relationship with the United States Navy.  

-more-

Beaumont was a well renowned watercolorist who devoted 30 years of service as a naval artist.  It is very probable that he painted the USS England while she was in the shipyard and before her actual commissioning in 1963.  

Having also discovered through a search of NHC files that this painting was not listed on any Navy property records, Paddock was determined to locate the intended recipient and rightful owner - the famous artist’s son, Geoffrey Beaumont. 

His diligence paid off and he soon connected with Beaumont at his home in San Francisco. Beaumont was elated at the news of the painting’s recovery. “I knew my father painted the England – it was a ship he was particularly fond of,” said Beaumont.  “To recover this painting that we thought was lost is a wonderful experience.”

As luck would have it, he was scheduled to be in San Diego the following weekend.  Arrangements were made for Beaumont to come to FISC where Paddock, commanding officer Capt. William Barnes and executive officer Capt. Rob Ritchie, presented him with the gift his father had painted for him 38 years ago. 

How the painting ended up in the hands of the Navy is still unknown.  “It’s a mystery how my father’s painting wound up at the FISC,” said Beaumont.  “However, he was well known in San Diego and visited all the time.  He loaned out his paintings to many people and organizations, knowing that they would eventually be returned to the family.”

Paddock did not find his fortune in a “white elephant” item, as do many Antiques Roadshow enthusiasts.  But he is rich in knowing that he did a good deed – he returned a priceless family heirloom to its rightful and much grateful owner.

FISC San Diego provides logistics, business and support services to fleet, shore and industrial commands of the Navy, Coast Guard and Military Sealift Command, and other U. S. and foreign government agencies.  The FISC supports operational readiness by teaming with regional partners and customers to provide material management, procurement, contracting and transportation services, technical and customer support, defense fuel products and worldwide movement of personal property.  A field
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activity of the Naval Supply Systems Command, headquartered in Mechanicsburg, Pa., FISC San Diego is part of a worldwide logistics network of more than 9,000 military and civilian personnel providing “One-Touch Supply.”
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